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St. John of the Cross spoke about hope as the dynamic of yielding to God’s future.  This theological hope is completely free from the past, fully liberated from our need to recognize ourselves in the future, to survive, to be someone.  It is the limited self, constituted by the past, that needs to yield to the transforming power of God’s call into the future.  Those who answer this call must be prepared to leave so much behind, to stop clinging to a security that has been taken away. 

Constance FitzGerald, OCD “from Impasse to Prophetic Hope: Crisis of Memory” (2009)
 Nancy Sylvester, The Call to Live Love in the 21st Century, In Occasional Papers,  Winter  2017

This evolutionary journey has invited us “ to let go” of much over the years:   
· To experience the other as equal to us and having something of value to offer us.
· To have an environmental awakening of our ecological consciousness
· To see the connections between faith and science…seeing the world differently, engaging in various stages of consciousness  and moving into the integral stage of consciousness.
· To experience the chaos of our historical time. 
· Other…

What inspired word speaks to your depths as a prophet of hope?   Where does it direct you?


Prayer in Difficult Times 
  Joyce Rupp,  Out of the Ordinary

Consoling God, be a source of serenity for us
when struggles and difficulties threaten to overwhelm us.

God of hope, assure us of your unconditional love
when we doubt ourselves or question the worth of our life

Truth-bringing God, encourage us to embrace you
during those times when we get lost in the lies of our weakness.

Compassionate God, hold us to your heart
when we feel helpless in the face of the world’s pain

Light-filled God, keep us ever close to you
during those moments when bleakness surrounds our life.

Comforting God,  shelter us under your wings
when we are engulfed in sadness and overcome with distress.

God of peace, you are the center of our life,
A strong refuge of peace in the whirlwind of our pain.
[image: Image result for rainbow]We look to you for strength and a constant assurance of hope.



Final Blessing from Francis:  Grant, O Lord that the sisters and brothers might continually reflect upon and keep in their hearts the words of the Holy Spirit which are spirit and life.  (Cf TOR Rule 11)
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